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Welcome to our concert!!   
This is a guide for those who have never been to a live orchestra concert and a REMINDER to those 
who have. 

 This is a live performance.  The musicians on stage can hear and see you.  These students are 
working hard to put on a quality performance.  Movements, noises and lights in the audience 
distract them from this purpose. 

 SEATING IS ALLOWED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CONCERT, AND THEN BETWEEN 
ORCHESTRAS, OR BETWEEN MUSICAL SELECTIONS 

 Food and drink are NOT ALLOWED in the theatre. 

 FLASH photography is NOT ALLOWED.  It momentarily blinds the performers and distracts them 
from focusing on their music.  The flash may cause them to lose their place in the music. 

 PLEASE SILENCE ANY CAMERA SOUNDS.  Most digital cameras have this option.  Please 

find it on your equipment before the performance begins.  It is also very distracting to the 
audience members around you.  Film what you like, but do it silently. 

 TURN OFF all cell phones, beepers, ipods, computers, handheld video games and other 
electronic devices.  This includes devices you might TEXT with.  The light from these devices can 
be seen in the audience where it is usually dark to the performers and others around you.  It is 
distracting to our students as well as other audience members.   

 REMAIN QUIET DURING THE PERFORMANCE.  Noises distract the performers on stage and 
disturb the audience members around you.  Please do your best to muffle any coughs, sneezes, 
program ruffling, talking, tapping, singing or humming along with the music, BUT PLEASE DO 
APPLAUD WHEN THE PERFORMERS FINISH A MUSICAL SELECTION. 

 The Detroit Metropolitan Youth Symphony has (4) orchestras.  Please show your attentiveness 
and appreciation for EACH group that plays and stay for the entire program. 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!   ENJOY THE MUSIC! 

HOW IS THE ORCHESTRA CONCERT STAGED AND PLANNED?  The orchestra comes onto the 
stage and gets seated.  It is customary to applaud the Concertmaster when they come out to “tune” the 
orchestra.  This is done to make sure all the instruments are adjusted to each other.  Once the 
Concertmaster sits, the orchestra is ready.  The Conductor comes out.  It is customary to applaud.  The 
music begins when the Conductor faces the orchestra and lifts his or her baton.  It concludes when he or 
she lowers the baton and relaxes, turning toward the audience to receive applause.  Some musical 
compositions have several sections or “movements” that make up the entire work.  Applause is held until 
all of these movements are completed and the Conductor turns TOWARD the audience.  Pauses 
between movements help musicians change the mood of the music they are playing and also to briefly 
rest their “playing” muscles.  During the applause the Conductor may ask certain musicians to stand for 
recognition of key solos or leading parts.  During the final applause, the Conductor leaves the stage.  If 
applause continues, the Conductor comes back out for a bow.  When the applause ends, the Conductor 
leaves, then the Concertmaster, then the rest of the orchestra.  


